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      New Forecasting Question on RANGE
    


    

    
      China poses multifaceted challenges to Western democracies, playing a pivotal role in the future of the transatlantic relationship. The U.S. and European Union are confronted with a complex dichotomy regarding their relationship with China: an indispensable partner in areas of trade and economics...
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      Emerging Ties: Essays on Transatlantic Engagement in the Developing World
    


    

    
      Emerging Ties is a reflection of the conversations and debates that spanned the Bertelsmann Foundation Fellowship (BFF) in 2022. Our nine fellows and guest author lay out the ways in which the EU and the U.S. can further engage with developing countries and encourage positive global change.
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      New Episode | Wisdom of the Crowd Podcast: Are Democracies a Dying Breed?
    


    

    
      In this second episode of Wisdom of the Crowd, we take a look at the state of global democracy. More specifically, we discuss why some democratic societies are on the decline, and whether democracies are equipped to face the challenges that arise in this particularly volatile period.
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      In both North America and Europe, women are running for political office at unprecedented rates, resulting in increased representation of women at the federal legislative level. In addition to greater advocacy and legislation on priority issues for women, research from the Global Institute for...
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        Democracy

        Democratic decline in the U.S. and Europe is weakening the transatlantic relationship and undermining its influence around the world. America and its European allies need to recalibrate their values and practices at home in order to serve as beacons to aspiring democracies abroad. But disruptions to our democratic traditions keep emerging: from new technologies changing the way we communicate and work to pandemics and economic shocks. Our work analyzes how these disruptions are playing out, and it will be up to civil society, lawmakers, and the people to prepare our democracies for the future.
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        Politics & Society

        As crises and trade disputes escalate, accompanied by the ascendancy of populist movements and fraying international alliances, a notable geopolitical shift is underway, causing a growing divergence between the United States and its European counterparts. We closely monitor the evolving dynamics of the transatlantic relationship, analyzing how political landscapes and societal responses on both sides of the Atlantic are adapting to the complex global challenges of the 21st century. Our analysis, web-based tools, crowd-sourced forecasting and multimedia content from short explainer videos to full-length documentaries bring these challenges to the fore, conveying both the personal impact and the broader geopolitical implications of the forces shaping transatlantic politics and societies.
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        Future Leadership

        Leaders around the world have been forced to grapple with a series of unfamiliar threats to domestic and international stability. From the COVID-19 pandemic to right-wing populism and escalating state-sponsored and rogue cyberattacks, the need for effective leadership at this moment is critical. This can only be achieved through international exchange, idea-sharing, and learning from prior successes and failures of transatlantic leadership. Through research, polling, and our transatlantic legislative exchange program, the Bertelsmann Foundation Fellowship (BFF), we seek to foster stronger transatlantic ties through a deeper mutual understanding.
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        Around the world, humanity navigates a digital revolution thatâ€™s upending life as we know it. And while the United States and Europe are the nexus of the world's data flows and digital trade for now, the rest of the world is expanding digital output exponentially. Itâ€™s now more essential than ever that the conversation about these changes be inclusive. A successful transition to a digital world requires input from all sectors of society. Through analysis, data visualization, and documentary storytelling, we bring you inside the issues shaping today's global digital economy and society.
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      Policy Recommendations for a Future that Works 

    

    

    
      As leaders in the United States and Europe develop approaches to manage the future of work, they should prioritize economic development policies that target distressed regions and the people who call them home. 
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      The Future of Work in the Twin Transition to Green and Digital 
    


    

    

    
      The concept that the digital and energy transitions go hand in hand is rapidly transforming the EU economy and labor markets. New technologies and new forms of work stemming from digitalization, as well as climate change and the effort to
move to a low-carbon economy are leading the twin transition....
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      A Key Education Model to Solve the Unemployment Paradox in Spain 

    

    

    
      â€œInstead of millions of people looking for jobs, millions of jobs are looking for people in Europe.â€� This statement by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in her 2023 State of the Union address exemplifies the employment bonanza Europe is experiencing today. Paradoxically, a few...
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      Putting Physical Health at the Heart of Workplace Policymaking 
    


    

    

    
      The future of work could be substantially different from today. From embracing the benefits (or being wary of the risks) of artificial intelligence (AI), to supporting young people in designing their future, the potential of transitioning to new models is exhilarating. As part of this transition, it...
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      Amir Magdy Kamel is a Visiting Scholar and Instructor at Stanford University and Associate Professor at Kingâ€™s College London. His research and expertise focus on two areas: 1. transformative technologies and how they impact states and policymaking, and 2. political and economic issues across the...
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      Macronâ€™s Millennial Minister: Winning Over the Next Generation 
    


    

    

    
      French President Emmanuel Macron had to shake things up. His government was unable to secure parliamentary majorities for two hot-button issues, pension reform and immigration, each a major setback. â€œLa Macronieâ€�, as the French have nicknamed his political brand, now finds itself at a difficult...
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      In November 2023, Germanyâ€™s Constitutional Court ruled that â‚¬60 billion in special funds originally designated for Covid-19 relief could not be redirected to the governing coalitionâ€™s landmark climate and transformation fund. This left an estimated â‚¬17 billion hole in Germanyâ€™s tightly regulated...
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      On October 8, 2023, Bavaria hosted its state election. Ranked second in gross regional product and population, Bavaria has always had a sizable influence on German politics, with many seeing this yearâ€™s state election as a bellwether for what to expect at the national level in 2025. 

    
  

  
    
      
        By Courtney Flynn Martino, on Oct 26, 2023
      
      
        
          Learn More
        

      
    
  


  
    

  
    

    

    
      
        Democracy
      

    

    
      On the Fringe
    


    

    

    
      28% of French citizens chose not to vote in the second, and final, round of the April 2022 French presidential election. This was the highest rate of abstention in over 50 years and the second highest rate in the history of the Fifth Republic.
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      Twoâ€™s Company, Threeâ€™s a Crowd, and Fourâ€™s a Misfortune: Germanyâ€™s Next Coalition
    


    

    

    
      An August 2023 ARD-Deutschlandtrend survey found that 79% of Germans are dissatisfied with the governing coalition of Social Democrats (SPD), Greens, and Free Democrats (FDP), including a majority of SPD and FDP voters and 48% of Greens. In-fighting over climate, budget, and defense have worn down...
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      Social Media's Double-edged Sword

    

    

    
      Young people have grown up alongside social media platforms and many have never known a world without them. Teens and young adults are often very intentional about what they post on social media and how they present themselves on each platform. Social media allows users to carefully curate content...
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      New York Times best-selling author and professor of   African American studies at Emory University

    

    

    
      On September 7, 2022, the Bertelsmann Foundation, Humanity in Action and Emory University hosted the premiere of the Foundationâ€™s new documentary, â€œI, Tooâ€�, at the Carter Center in Atlanta. The film, which features New York Times best-selling author and renowned African American studies scholar...
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      What's a City Worth?
    


    

    

    
      Cities hold riches of memory, but they are also wonders of forgetting.This paradox is key to their magic, the endless possibility they promise to those who seek it and to the democracies they push to evolve.
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      Democracy Needs Tech Support
    


    

    

    
      Technological development offers seemingly endless benefits and convenience. Internet connectivity was critical for personal and professional interaction during the COVID-19 pandemic, and, more broadly, everyday emerging technology is saving lives, whether from 3D printed organs or automatic brakes...
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      A Nation Transformed from Cyberattack Victim to Cybersecurity Leader

    

    

    
      In April 2007, the Estonian government approved a controversial plan to relocate a statue from the center of its capital, Tallinn. Soviet authorities had unveiled the monument, a life-sized World War II Russian soldier with a clenched right fist and a bowed head, 60 years earlier, after their forces...
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      Growing Audiences and Influence: Russian Media in Latin America
    


    

    

    
      Russiaâ€™s first move against Ukraine on February 24 was not the full-scale military invasion covered in the news. Several hours before its troops crossed the border, Moscow launched a round of destructive cyberattacks aimed at weakening Ukraineâ€™s digital infrastructure. These cyberattacks were...
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      The U.S.-EU Trade and Technology Council (TTC) In Detail
    


    

    

    
      During the TTCâ€™s inaugural meeting in Pittsburgh on September 29, U.S. and EU leaders identified five issue areas that the various working groups will focus on until their next meeting in spring of 2022. To learn more about the structure of the TTC and its working groups, read The U.S.-EU Trade and...
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      Our Post Pandemic Future of Work Part 2 of 2 
    


    
      Policy Approaches for a Contested World

    

    

    
      To many, the future of work is a question of technology and its impact on jobs, workers, the economy, and work itself. This way of looking at it has resulted in policy solutions focusing on workers and what they can do to prepare for the inevitability of technological disruption. 
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      In this episode journalist and historian James Traub delves into the paradoxical nature of liberalism in the postwar years. The continuation of New Deal social and economic reforms characterized a society of consensus in fulfillment of democratic ideals in the Cold War years. However, The illusory ...
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      In conversation with Prof. Sarah Snyder, an historian of Cold War international relations, Andrew Keen examines the relationship of democratic goals with the realities of American foreign policy. As the worldâ€™s great post-war democratic and capitalistic power, the US opposed Russia and China through...
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      Partner, Competitor, or Rival: The Transatlantic Relationship with China - 6
    


    

    

    
      This sixth and final episode of Wisdom of the Crowd is all about China. From the race to define the use of Artificial Intelligence, to securing critical materials around the globe, the issues on the horizon are both new and daunting. There has been a long debate about whether China is a partner,...
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      In this fifth episode of Wisdom of the Crowd we explore the intricate trade and economic relationship between the United States and Europe. Within this trillion-dollar partnership lies a complex history of agreements, conflicts, and transformative shifts that have altered its course throughout the...
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      Last episode I spoke with guests about how younger generations will shape the transatlantic relationship in years to come, this time we take a look just down the road ahead. In the European Union, Spain took over the presidency of the Council of the EU through the end of this year, and in 2024, both...
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      How the transatlantic relationship looks in the future depends in large part on the younger generations who will inherit it. Millennials and Gen Z already exert their political influence through votingâ€”and in some cases as legislators or even heads of governmentâ€”but for the most part the...
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      In recent years, Chinese investment has poured into Southeast Europe, offering access to desperately-needed development financing. But at what cost?
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      Six Stories of Resilience in Athens (2023, 28 minutes)

    

    
      From laundry for the homeless, to drug recovery programs, to new employment opportunities, this documentary tracks NGOs in Athens that organized to help their neighbors survive, ultimately teaching the government a few lessons along the way.

    
  
    
      
        By Samuel George and Anthony Silberfeld
      
      
        
          Watch
        

      
    
  
  



        
          
          

  
    
      
        
      
    

  

  
    
      I, Too
    


    
      A Documentary Film from the Mind of Carol Anderson (2023, Coming Soon)

    

    
      For Carol Anderson, the January 6th insurrection was a predictable coda to more than two centuries of American mythology. What happens, she asks, when we discover that the history we teach our children is comprised of fables,  not facts? 
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